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Professor, Department of English, 2024- …

University of Georgia, Athens, GA

Associate Professor, Department of English, 2020-2023

University of Georgia, Athens, GA

Associate Professor, and Associate Head, Department of English, 2014-2020 


University of Georgia, Athens, GA

Assistant Professor, Department of English, 2010-2014

University of Georgia, Athens, GA 


Assistant Professor, Department of English, 2005-2010
     
University of Tampa, Tampa, FL 


Distinguished Teaching Assistant, Core Humanities Program, 2003-2004


University of Nevada, Reno, NV

Teaching Assistant and Letter of Appointment Instructor, Department of English, 1999-2003


University of Nevada, Reno, NV 

E  D  U  C  A  T  I  O  N 


Ph.D., English, August 2005

University of Nevada, Reno, NV                                                                                                                                                                    


Dissertation Title: Disorientations: “Home” in Postcolonial Literature

Dissertation Director: Professor Stacy Burton


M.A., English, May 2000

University of Nevada, Reno, NV                                                           

Teaching Certification, May 1998 



Yildiz Technical University, Istanbul, Turkey 

B.A., English Language and Literature, June 1997

Bogazici University, Istanbul, Turkey
P U B L I C A T I O N S 

Monographs

Muslim Comics and Warscape Witnessing (Ohio State UP, 2023).
Disorientation: Muslim Identity in Contemporary Anglophone Literature (Palgrave Macmillan, 2013).
Edited Collection

Islam and Postcolonial Discourse (Routledge, 2017). 
Articles and Book Chapters 
Essays in Journals
“From Muslim to Muselmann: Muted Prisoner in Guantanamo Comics.” Studies in Comics, 14.2 (2024): forthcoming.
“Halal Fiction and Female Agency.” Journal of Religion and Literature, 54.3 (2022): 1-20.  
“Artificial Feminism: Muslim Graphic Narratives and Female Agency.” Critical Muslim, 34 (2020): np. (https://www.criticalmuslim.io/faux-feminism/)
“Problematizing the Hyphen: Disorientation and Doubled Otherness in Fatih Akin’s Head-On” Postcolonial Intervention, 2.1 (2017): 83-102. 

“Islamic Writers and Muslim Writing in the United States.” American Literary History, 28.3 (2016): 644-53. 


“Postcolonial Violence in Yashar Kemal’s Memed, My Hawk.” Postcolonial Text, 7.1 (2012): 1-15. 




   Reprinted in Contemporary Literary Criticism (2013). 


“Vision and Representation: Photography in Orhan Pamuk’s Istanbul: Memories and the City.” The 


Comparatist, 135 (2011): 152-60.  

“Degrees of Orientalism: Vision and Representation in Orhan Pamuk’s My Name is Red.” 


Contemporary Turkish Culture, 1.1 (2004): 3-10.  

Chapters in Books 

“Thanatopolitics: Violence and Death in Syrian Civil War Comics”.” Battle Lines Drawn: War Comics 
since 1914. Eds. Stephen Connor and Harriet E.H. Earle. Forthcoming. 


“Muslim Immigrants and American Comics.” The Bloomsbury Handbook of Anglophone Literature 
and Migration: Critical and Creative Voices (1946-2016). Eds. William Boelhower, Simona Bertacco, and Nicoletta Vallorani. New York: Bloomsbury. Forthcoming. 
“Muslim Superhero and American Multiculturalism.” Muslim American Hyphenations: Cultural Production and Hybridity in the Twenty-first Century. Ed Mahwash Shoaib. Lanham: Lexington Books, 2021. 103-22. 
“Pakistani Fiction and Human Rights.” The Routledge Companion to Pakistani Anglophone Writing. Eds. Aroosa Kanwal and Saiyma Masood. New York: Routledge, 2018. 127-37.  
“Introduction.” Islam and Postcolonial Discourse. Esra Mirze Santesso and James McClung, eds. New York: Routledge, 2017. 

“The Discourse of the ‘Other’ in Orhan Pamuk’s Snow.” MLA Approaches to Teaching the Works of 

Orhan Pamuk. Eds. David Damrosch and Sevinc Turkkan. New York: MLA, 2017. 126-34.

“Transnational Identity and the Muslim Diaspora in Camilla Gibb’s Sweetness in the Belly.” Ethnic Literatures and Transnationalism: Critical imaginaries for a Global Age. Ed. Aparajita Nanda. New York: Routledge, 2015.41-54. 

“‘Silence, Secularism and Fundamentalism in Snow.” Global Perspectives on Orhan Pamuk. Eds. 
Mehnaz Afridi & David Buyze. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012. 157-76.  




Translated and reprinted in Kar Üzerine Yazılar (YKY, 2021).


“Literary and Photographic Aura in Orhan Pamuk’s Istanbul: Memories and the City.” Istanbul:


Metamorphoses in an Imperial City. Eds. M. Akif Kirecci and Edward Foster. New Jersey: Talisman 


House Publishers, 2011. 67-81. 

 “Fundamental Differences in Zadie Smith’s White Teeth.” Zadie Smith: Critical Essays. Ed.


Tracey L. Walters. New York: Peter Lang Publications, 2008. 187-200.

“Art and the Question of Borrowing: Approaches to Plagiarism in Literature Courses.” Critical Conversations about Plagiarism. Eds. Anne Meade Stockdell-Giesler, Tracy Ann Morse, Rebecca Ingalls, Michael Donnelly, and Joanna Castner (Anderson: Parlor Press, 2012). 36-43.
“Orientalism Through the Looking-glass: Dualism and Orientalism in Orhan Pamuk’s The White Castle.” Borders & Crossings:  Proceeding of the Fourth International and Pluridisciplinary Conference on Travel Writing, Ankara, Turkey, 4-6 July 2003. Ed. Arzu Etensel Ildem and M. Emin Ozcan. Ankara: Ankara University Press, 2004. 228-34. 

Interviews

“Muslim Comics and Warscape Witnessing.” Interviewed by Elizabeth Allyn Woock for the New Books Network. (https://newbooksnetwork.com/muslim-comics-and-warscape-witnessing)


"Implementing Disform: An Interview with Orhan Pamuk.” PMLA. 123.1 (2008): 176-80.




Reprinted in 
Contemporary Literary Criticism 288 (2010): 284-7. 

Shorter Pieces

“One Page of the Graphic Novel Munnu: A Boy from Kashmir.” Humanities. 41.1 (2020). 
Book Review on Rehana Ahmed’s Writing British Muslims: Religion, Class and Multiculturalism. 
Cambridge Journal of Postcolonial Literary Inquiry 5.2 (2018): 251-3.  

“Religion.” The Encyclopedia of Postcolonial Studies. Ed. Sangeeta Ray and Henry 
Schwarz. New Jersey: Wiley-Blackwell, 2016. 


Book Review on E V Ramakrishnan’s Locating Indian Literature: Texts, Traditions, 


Translations. Recherce Littéraire / Literary Research. (2014): 59-61.  
“Orhan Pamuk’s My Name is Red,” and “Orhan Pamuk’s The White Castle.” The Facts On File Companion to the World Novel, 1900 to the Present. Ed. Michael Sollars. (New York: Facts on File Inc., 2008). 546-7, 869-70. 

 "Everyway That I Can: Cultural Negotiation and European Identity in Turkey," Contemporary Turkish Culture. 1.2 (2008): 2-7.

Professional Publications 


“Trip to Al-Farooq Masjid.” Global Voice.  University of Georgia Office of International Education. 


(http://international.uga.edu/index.html/) (2012)

“Secularism in a Multicultural Society.” Worldview 4 (2010): 3-5.
P A P E R S  P R E S E N T E D  

Invited Talks

Webinars

“Feminism Re-Examined: Islam and the Graphic Novel.” Presidency University, India, August 3, 2023.  
“The Figure of the Muselmann in Malik Sajad’s Munnu and Amir and Khalil’s Zahra’s Paradise.” University of Michigan, October 23, 2020.
“Female Subjectivity in Halal Fiction.” Organized by Uluberia College, Howrah, India. October 16, 2020. 

“Halal Literature: An Appraisal.” Organized by St. Xavier's College for Women, Kerala, India. August 18, 2020. 

“Islamic feminism and Female Superheroes in Graphic Narratives.” Organized by Swenarayan Rameswar Fatepuria College, Murshidabad, India. July 24, 2020.  

Off Campus

“The Figure of the Muselmann in Malik Sajad’s Munnu and Amir and Khalil’s Zahra’s Paradise.” University of Michigan, April 3, 2020. [cancelled due to COVID-19; rescheduled for October 23 2020]
“Postcolonial Muslim Identity.” Goethe-Zentrum/German Cultural Center Atlanta, December 8, 2019. 
“Female Heroes and Social Justice in Graphic Narratives.” International Islamic University 

Islamabad, Pakistan. April 27, 2019.
“Halal Fiction and Female Agency.” University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada. September 7, 2018. 

Round-table discussion: Alain Gomis and Marguerite Abouet. Organized by the Willson Center at 

CINE. October 26, 2017. 
Guest Leader: UGA LeaderShape Institute. Georgia FFA-FCCLA Center in Covington. May 6, 2017. 

“Political Discourse and Cultural Representation in Orhan Pamuk's Snow.” Florida State University, Tallahassee, February 11, 2011. 

“The Job Market,” Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association. Graduate Student Forum, Tucson, Arizona, October 13, 2006.

On Campus 

“Feminism Re-Examined: Muslim Women in Graphic Novels”, UGA Women’s Studies Program, April 1, 2022. 
Panelist, “UGA’s Muslim Community.” Organized by the Georgia Debate Union at the Special 

Collections Library. January 24, 2017. 

“Postcolonial Exile and ‘Halal’ Fiction.” Symposium on Literature and Exile. Wilson Center for 

Humanities and Art and Comparative Literature Department. University of Georgia, Athens, September 15, 2016. 
“Islam and the English Curriculum.” Curriculum Integration Grant Panel. University of Georgia, Athens, November 12, 2012. 

“Foreign Film.” Cinema Roundtable Discussion moderated by Dr. Hugh Ruppersburg. University of Georgia, Athens, April 13, 2012. 

“African Muslim Diasporas in Postcolonial Literature.” APERO Brown Bag Lunch Series. University of Georgia, Athens, March 9, 2011. 

Conference Papers

“From Muslim to Muselmann: Writing History from the Margins in Guantanamo Comics.” HistorioGraphics: Framing the Past in Comics, Munich, Germany, June 17, 2023.  

“Memory and Witnessing in Muslim Comics.” British Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies 

Association (online), February 17, 2022. 
“The Muslim Witness in Graphic Novels.” British Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies 

Association (online), February 15, 2021. 
“Figure of the Muselmann in Contemporary Muslim Comics.” Modern Language Association, Seattle, Washington, January 11, 2020. 
“Postcolonial Justice and Ethics of Witnessing in Contemporary Graphic Novels” British Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies Association, Savannah, Georgia, February 21, 2020. 

“Human Rights: Witnessing in the Islamic Graphic Novel.” Postcolonial Studies Association Conference, Manchester, UK, September 12, 2019. 
“Islam in Comics and Graphic Novels.” Modern Language Association International Symposium, Lisbon, Portugal, Lisbon, Portugal, July 24, 2019. 
“Muslim Subjectivity and Border Writing.” British Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies 

Association, Savannah, Georgia, February 16, 2019.

“Human Rights in the Postcolonial Islamic Graphic Novel.” Modern Language Association, Chicago, Illinois, January 6, 2019. 
“Human Rights and Wrongs in Pakistani Literature.” British Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies 
Association, Savannah, Georgia, February 17, 2018.
 “Feminism Re-examined: Islam and the Graphic Novel.” Guarded Encounters Symposium: 

Representing Gender and Islam Across Cultures. University of Liverpool in London. May 19, 2018.  

“Muslim Writing and Postsecular Politics.” London Conference in Critical Thought. London, UK, July 1, 2018.

“Islam and the Graphic Novel.” SAMLA (South Atlantic Modern Language Association). Atlanta, Georgia, November 4, 2017. 
“Democracy, Tolerance, and Muslim Writing.” American Comparative Literature Association: Extra-Disciplinarity. Penn State, Pennsylvania, September 23, 2016. 
“Postsecular Novel and Halal Fiction.” American Comparative Literature Association. Boston, Massachusetts, March 18, 2016. 

“Halal Fiction in the Trans-Atlantic World.” British Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies Association. Savannah, Georgia, February 27, 2016. 
“Trans-Atlantic Anxieties: Comparative Perspectives on Contemporary Muslim Writing.” Postcolonial Studies Association, University Leicester, United Kingdom, September 8, 2015.  

“TransIslam.” British Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies Association. Savannah, Georgia, February 14, 2015. 

“The Islamic Veil and Subalternity.” British Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies Association. Savannah, Georgia, February 14, 2014.
“Cosmopolitanism and the Metropolis.” London Conference in Critical Thought. London, United 

Kingdom, June 29, 2012.

“Transnationalism and the Muslim Diaspora in Camilla Gibb’s Sweetness in the Belly.” United States 
Association for Commonwealth Literature and Language Studies. San Jose, California, April 20, 2012. 

“Islam and Subalternity in Leila Aboulela’s Minaret.” Postcolonial Studies Association. University of Birmingham, United Kingdom, July 7, 2011. 

“Religion and Postcolonial Identity in Leila Aboulela’s Minaret.” British Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies Association. Savannah, Georgia, February 25, 2011.

“Text and Image: Photographic images in Orhan Pamuk’s Istanbul: Memories and the City.” 


American Comparative Literature Association. New Orleans, Louisiana, April 3, 2010. 

“Infidel and Fanatic: Disorientation in Hanif Kureishi’s The Black Album.” American Comparative 
Literature Association. Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, March 28, 2009.  


“Orhan Pamuk’s Fundamental Identities.” Modern Language Association. San Francisco, California, 
December 28, 2008. 
“Disorientation in Hanif Kureishi’s The Buddha of Suburbia.” South-Asian Literary Association. Chicago, Illinois, December 27, 2007. 

"Religion and Political Agency in Orhan Pamuk’s Snow." The Midwest Popular Culture Association / American Culture Association. Kansas City, Missouri, October 14, 2007. 

“Religion and Hybridity: Reinvention of Faith in Monica Ali’s Brick Lane.” South Asian Literary 
Association. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, December 27, 2006.  
“Religious Identity in Zadie Smith’s White Teeth.” Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association. Tucson, Arizona, October 12, 2006. 

“Confessions of Ethnic Women: Hyphenated Identity in Jhumpa Lahiri’s Interpreter of Maladies.” Multi Ethnic Literature of the United States. Boca Raton, Florida, April 29, 2006.  

“Layers of Othering in Fatih Akin’s Head-On.” American Comparative Literature Association. Princeton University, New Jersey, March 24, 2006.  


“Rhetoric of Home.” Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association. Boulder, Colorado, October 2, 
2004.

“‘Everyway That I Can’: How European is Turkey?” Turkish-American Conference. Stevens Institute 


of Technology, Hoboken, New Jersey, May 21, 2004.


“Degrees of Orientalism: Vision and Representation in Orhan Pamuk’s My Name is Red.” Rocky 
Mountain Modern Language Association. Missoula, Montana, October 10, 2003.

“Orientalism Through the Looking-glass: Dualism in Orhan Pamuk’s The White Castle.” Ankara University. Ankara, Turkey, July 4, 2003.


“A Christian Woman in the Ottoman Empire: Discourses of Gender and Orientalism in Lady 
Montagu’s Letters From the Levant.”  Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association. Scottsdale, 
Arizona, October 12, 2002. 

Conference Panels Chaired 

Respondent. “The Empire and After: Trends, Issues and Perspectives.” Session VII. Swenarayan Rameswar Fatepuria College, India. September 6, 2020.  
Respondent. “The Art of Postcolonial Witnessing in an Age of Anger.” Modern Language Association International Symposium, Lisbon, Portugal, 2019. 
Chair. “Writing and Religion.” British Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies Association, Savannah, Georgia, February 15, 2019.

Chair. “Aesthetics, Politics, and the Postcolonial Graphic Narrative.” MLA. Chicago, Illinois, January 6, 2018.
Chair. “Muslim Writing.” American Comparative Literature Association. Boston, Massachusetts, March 18, 2016. 

Chair. “Revolution.” United States Association for Commonwealth Literature and Language Studies. San Jose, California, April 21, 2012. 

Chair. “Islam: Resistance and Respect.” British Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies Association. Savannah, Georgia, February 25, 2011.
Chair. “Literature and Religion.” Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association. Tucson, Arizona. October 12-13, 2006. 


Chair. “Literature and Religion.” Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association. Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, October 20-22, 2005.


Chair. “Rhetorical Approaches.” Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association. Boulder, Colorado, 
October 2, 2004.
G R A N T S  A W A R D E D 
External Grants

Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) Research Networking, UK ($38,894)
Node Director for a project titled “Muslim Women’s Popular Fiction” (2021-2022)
NEH Summer Stipend ($6000)


National Endowment for Humanities (June-July 2019) 

UGA-Liverpool Seed Grant/Pump-Priming Initiative ($9000)

University of Georgia and the University of Liverpool (2017-2018) 

Internal Grants

Willson Center Research Seminar ($2000 each year)

University of Georgia (2022, 2023, 2024)
Study in the Second Discipline Fellowship

University of Georgia (Spring 2024) 
Diversity Research and Scholarship Grant Program ($2600)

Office of Diversity, University of Georgia (2021)

Willson Center Fellowship  

University of Georgia (2021)


The English Department Travel Grant


University of Georgia (Summer 2012)

Curriculum Internationalization Grant


University of Georgia (Spring 2012) 

Willson Humanities Research Grant


University of Georgia (Fall 2011)


Quality Enhancement Program CIEE Summer Scholarship to France

University of Tampa (Summer 2009)

Dana Summer Grant 



                

University of Tampa (Summers 2008 & 2009) 







David Delo Research Professor Grant


University of Tampa (2006-2007)
A W A R D S  

Lothar Tresp Outstanding Honors Professor ($750)

Honors College, UGA (2023)


M. G. Michael Award in Research ($3000)

Franklin College of Arts and Sciences, UGA (2018-2019)


Bedingfield Excellence in Teaching Award


Department of English, UGA (2019)


Office of International Education International Diversity Award


University of Georgia (2018)


Alpha Chi Omega Teaching Award


University of Tampa (2006) 

Dissertation Year Fellowship for Humanities and Social Sciences

       
Graduate School, University of Nevada (2004-2005)

James Q. and Cleo K. Ronald Memorial Dissertation Fellowship in English

English Graduate Committee, University of Nevada (2004)


Outstanding International Graduate Student Award

Graduate Student Association, University of Nevada, (2003-2004)

Distinguished Teaching Assistant Award 




 
Core Humanities Program, University of Nevada (2002-2003)
T E A C H I N G  E X P E R I E N C E and E V A L U A T I O N S 

· ENGL 6695: Topics in Postcolonial Literature (Average student evaluation score: 5.00/5.00)

· ENGL 4685: Postcolonial Literature (4.75/5.00)

· ENGL 4695: Topics in Postcolonial Literature (4.90/5.00)

· ENGL 4690: Topics in 20thC British Literature (4.80/5.00)

· ENGL 3300: Women and Literature (4.66/5.00) 
· ENGL 3330: Literature and Human Rights (4.72/5.00)

· ENGL 3450: Literature and War (5.00/5.00)
· ENGL 2320: British Survey II (4.72/5.00)

· ENGL 1060H: Composition and Multicultural Literature (4.81/5.00)

U G A  T H E S I S  C O M M I T T E E S 


Current Doctoral Dissertation Chair

 
Tina Borah


Travis Dular 


Safeer Hussain 

Elisha Schuett

Current Doctoral Dissertation Committees


Sayantika Mandal 

U N I V E R S I T Y  S E R V I C E  


Elected Member, (representing the Graduate School) Executive Committee of University Council 


(2024-2027)

Elected Member, University Council (2014-2021)

Elected Member, University of Georgia Athletic Association (2021-2024)

Elected Member, Faculty Affairs Committee of the University Council (2018-2021)
Member, Executive Committee of the University Council (2017-2020)

Franklin College Representative, Central University of Gujarat in India (March 2016)


Review Panelist, Fulbright Campus Committee (2016-2020)


Marshall, Fall Graduation (2011), Spring Graduation (2012)
D E P A R T M E N T A L  S E R V I C E  


Member, graduate program committee (2022-2025)


Associate Head, Department of English (2014-2020)

 Member, early modern and medieval search committee (2022)
Member, creative writing search committee (2016-2017)


Member, committee for the graduation ceremony (2014-2017)

Elected Member, advisory committee to the Head (2013-2014)


Member, undergraduate committee (2011-2012)  

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E 

Member of the editorial board, Journal of Global Postcolonial Studies
Member of the editorial board, University of Georgia Press 
Reader for Amerikastudien / American Studies (2023-2030)
Member of the executive board Member, United States Association for Commonwealth Literature 
and Language Studies (2013-2015)
Reviewed essays for PMLA, NUML Journal of Critical Inquiry, Journal of Contemporary Poetics, Journal of Contemporary Poetics, Journal of Commonwealth Literature, Comparative Literature, Commonwealth Essays and Studies (Sorbonne UP), The Comparatist, Borrowers and Lenders: The Journal of Shakespeare and Appropriation. 

Interviewed by Joseph Flaherty about Orhan Pamuk’s Snow (2016)

http://www.reorientmag.com/2016/03/orhan-pamuk-snow/
C O M M U N I T Y   S E R V I C E  and O U T R E A C H 

Board Member, The American Turkish Friendship Council, Atlanta GA (2015-…)
Member, Athens Cultural Affairs Commission (2021-…)

Featured in Red and Black (“Muslim students and professors discuss Islamophobia at panel.” By 
Amy Scott. January 26, 2017). 

Interviewed by Red and Black (“Questioning the future: Students and professors discuss Trump’s 
immigration policies, executive orders.” By Amy Scott and Charlotte Norsworthy. February 2, 2017). 


Board Member, Turkish-American Cultural Association of Florida, Tampa FL (2005-2008) 

P R O F E S S I O N A L  A F F I L I A T I O N S 

· Modern Language Association (USA)
· British Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies Association (USA)
· American Comparative Literature Association (USA)
· Postcolonial Studies Association (UK)
L  A  N  G  U  A  G  E  S

· Turkish (native)

· French (reading fluency)
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